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jnow happily returned ro- the :Shepherds| 


ſhaps imagine this 'Text ro :be:choſen.of 
purpoſe topuriue thoſe two:Blown Arguz' 
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Per ye were-arfhecgigumng affeige/. buy 
| :arenow returned unto the Sirphend 


and Biſhop of your Souls. 


SCA Text, both for what they 
I : had been onee, -and for.what 
wStD they now were,:that:is, for 
their ſtraying andrerurningagain, looks 
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G2 HE :conditionoitheſein,the 


(ſo like our calerof late, (who, ifever any, 


had err'd and ſtray'd: from all the wayes 
of duty:both to'Grod ; and man, butare 


and Biſhops of our Souls') you may -per- 
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. [ther, it will-be ncecflary-ro deliver you 
| [from-thoſe thoughts, and perhaps that 
[fear;For 


[never to 


[pbiaſcof the text, which onely at the firſt 
|blaſh carries us npen thoſe thoughts, 


[to them, For the Straying here will 
[Return will be found to be toanother 


had err'd like Sheep, whereas ours had 
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- d be jy, 9g _ 
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eA Sermon preach 
And therefore before I proceed far- 


choughthe miſchiefs in the one, 
ne one bt ah aetoterve | 
e fofgotten ; yet poſſibly may 
not indure a- perpetual .importunate 
Remembrancer, | 

-- And'thetrath is, the very words and 


& 


will leave us, if we look a little nearer 
prove to be.of another kind, and the| 
Biſhop. The ſtraying here was of ſuch as 


little or nothing of the Sheep in it, ſave 
the Sheeps clothing ; for dreſſ'd up they 


{berty, nothing worſe then theſe, and fo 


were with pretenſes as ſoft as wool, ods 
lory, Purity of worſhip, Chriſtian li- 


indeed they err'd like Sheep, as if they 
had been ſuch ;, but the truth is, it was 
liker the ranging of Wolves, tearing and 
devouring, then the ſtraying of ay 
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likewiſe here, though it was to a Biſhop, 
[yet I dare not beſo bold wich him that 
bears that name in the text, dire&ly to 
{apply it to our Biſhops, nor advance our 
rerurn to this. 36 

The Biſhop here. was no doubt our 
bleſſed Lord and Saviour, whom; God 
himſelf had confecratedand ordained to 
that office ; but our Biſhops are not 
otherwiſe concerned here then as they 
can make their title from and under hin; 
but if that may. be done hereafter, I 
truſt you will not be againſt it, . In the 
mean time, if there wereno more in it, 
me thinks this ſhould be enough to re- 
concile the Presbyterians to the name of a 
Biſbop, which our Saviour himſelf hath 
youchſafed to take upon him. But ha- 
ving laid aſide that argument, which the 
words at firſt ſight ſeem'd to offer, Ibe- 
ſpeak your attention to one of a more 
common intereſt, which concerns all 
that would be Chriſtians, whole chara- 
Cteritiss Who from the wayes of fin 
anderror, arereturnd to the faith and 
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ence df our!Lord Jeſus Chrift, who 
o:ttducensfrom thoſe wayes hath-taken 
{uponchim -to be-our Shepherd and? Bi- 
(Hap. | 
[| Themain -point-is, «that God of bis 
| | [mercy complying with the:neceſlities'& 


infirmiticsofnature, hath erected an office 
Eiruft aud .confidence inbis:Church, 
nderthequality of a'Shepherd and'Bi-| - 
fhop3zto direfandguidens, who other-| 
feawouldierreant:ſtraylikeſheep, and 
;{o |be loſt (for ever, "The particulars. 
{incident:ta thisare;ficlt The neceſlity of 
it, :Smplid . mn our natural condition, 
who like-Sheep are of them(clves aptito| 
erreandgo:aſtray, 2. The actommo- 
dation-we haveforit. \For what ſhould. 
they doiwhich -are our of the way, 'but 
return ? and to whom ſhould "Sheep re- 
turn-but'toa:Shepherd? andloſt Sheep, 
battorhim that came to 'ſtekand' fave that 
zeh:mas loſb? and» where ſhould they 
tinde:fo:fateand urea retreat, as inhim 
iwho purthas'd :them avith his own 
_ /All :thefe .are-accompliſhed mn 


chlefſed :Lord Felus Chriſt, whom 


we | 


ie ſhall:confider; ficſt! i he? officwr of 


or Dioceſs; the'Souls of mens: Ws are 


though it were fitand neceſſaryit ſhould: 
err d worſe then fince we laid chatby';} 
yethere we look upon it inanotherre- 
lation and uſe; it is the firſt ſtonero: bel] 


the ' office of a+ Shepherd? and? Biſhops 


Shepher&or: Biſhopz then in'litsFlockt 


He: firft | thing' we mectwith inthe} 

\ text; is our'natural condition; Thar}: 
we were as Sheep'i tharthad: gonviafiray?| 
And the: confeſſion of this: ig the." firſt} 
thing we mect with uw our Liturgy. Ws} 


have erred and flray'd like loft Sheep: - Andy 


be” there, / for; ſare I' am; 'we' never} 


laid in:this/building; -in the ereQion of 
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[ground of the neceſlity of a Shepherd; 


wemuſt know; firſt what kindvf erring' 


fatal neceſſity of 'it.. What ir "is; - the| 


The infirmities' of: the © Sheep. are'they-. 


But' now that' while we 'are ſpeaking} 
of our errors; we do not commitoneg}-. 


this 1s, and then how-we fell into 'the} 


Biſhop that moſt lead us-our! of 'ity- will}: 


| | tell] 


— 


mm nn I — — 


that of the Soul, For though our natu- 


things, even thoſe that are within. the 
reach ofſenfe and. reaſon : there is not 
any thing in Nature, in Art, in Philo- 
\ſophy, though commonly reccived for 
truth, which of late time is not- charged 


great regard here, it the Soul be not 
concern'd, _ | F 

| Nowifwebe ſo liable to error in the 
things of this life, where both the end 
and the way to them are within the 
compaſtt of th 

as it were, in our own Country, where 
we are. bred and born; we muſt cer- 


gers, being Citizens 'of another Coun- 
Fery, 2s thoſe bleſſed Saints, who beſt 
knew the wayes of the ſoul, confeſſed, 
that they were ſtrangers. and pilgrims 
here. Heb. 11. 14. And they which ſay 

's) 


|" [eellus; forke iarhe Biſhop of our aule:| 
and therefore our Straying heremuft be 


ral infirmities do expoſe us to errorin| 
many things elſe, yea almoſt in all other! 


with error, and. it may be. ſometimes! 
not without cauſe; yet. without any.; 


| 


eeye, in which we erre,| 


tainly loſe our way, where we are ſtran: | 


ſo, 


—_ 


_— _ 
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ſo, ſhew plainly that they ſeck:a -Coun- 
try, and that a/better;that 13,a heaven]y, 
where rod. hath prepared for them a 
City. They muſt needs be diſappointed | 
that ſeek for Heaven upon earth, where 
there 1s nothing fitted and: proporaon'd; 
to the Soul, cither for the: nature (or, 
the defires of it, The Soul is immortal, 
and cannot: be provided for, where; all 
things are liable: to: change. and-mprta-| 
lity ; i for when it ſhall ſurvive. them it] 
will be-at a Joffe, til it find a 'Country 
like itſelf, :that: is: everlaſting and im- 
mortbs {2.362 35 5:55] 2707 2067 190057 
' Andas the nature;ſ6:tthe defires af the 
Soul are unſatisfied here; - the eye is not} 
latisfied with ſeeing, nor. the ear with 
hearing, nor the underſtanding--with 
knowledge, nor -the' heart with the beſt 
-|andchoiſeſt delights of it, -We.are-ſooh 
wearied and tir'd with: what we have, 
and-are as thirſty: of thatwe:; have note; 
[Incour plenty as: craving, 'as:others! in|} 
cheir greateſt wants, The: goods 'of'this| 
world are Hydropick all, quo plas bibun-, 
| rar plus' frtinmur. : They that have, the: 
F309 | B great- 
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Wealth, of Honour, vf Power, do net 


—_—_— 
III 


thatthey hadeuuerodo do, 
| the fatal gecellity of |. 
ik a Comntry and City| 


[chute is fvvi 
either what the ftatc of that Country #,| 


did by whacthey willing| "ar 
thew plainly that they another 
Comnrry > foby hiv hemp — 


Nov here byes 


erring the 
: and anknown tb nature, 


or by wharlawathe Cicizens therbofare! 


loſe ous way. | - 
" A chiefpurtef that lyes, ck an 


who bad r4 for 
whit Sacrifices, Rites & Ceremonies. he: 


a were the maſters .of knows: 
| [- ledge| 


who were molt Jilcedy co know, but-did- 


t6 be governed, And when we walk | 
in the dark it s nos Arange wt fhonhd 


will be ſervid, How much of ithat may | 
be "had by marure, we-fcath by thoſe, | 


gremeft Teas Es op wang of| 


| 


fkeep the better, nor are their bodics leſs] 
|[comberd with diſcaſes, nor their minds 
' [freer from vexations and: troubles. And 
therfore as the Saints I mam'd before, 
laffer'd here, , 


theknowkedge de — 'thac God, |- 
A -City, by , 
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S, Paul ſpeaks Row. ts Whowhent 

profeſs'd rhetuſelves ta be wile, Is: wel 
they might in. many. other thipgs,, yet 
in this of Grods wozllyp, they became 


uncorruptible God, inta uhe fails - 


The right way. afworſhipping. God 
(fince reveal'd to us to be by JeſusChaiſt) 


ledge ro melt other Nations, for-afſuch | 


| [fools. Far they turned ahe- glory the! 


Rom, x. 23. 


thoſe to whomGCod had more peculiarly 
imparted hinaſclf. The myſflarie of Chri 
Epbeſ. 3. 5. in other ages 14s not made 
u to the Sons of men, natill he was 
reveal d unto his boly Apoſtles and Prophets 
by bis Spirit, Yca it was unknown. to 
ithe very Angels, who when it. was firſt 
— in a kind of admiration and 
icuriofity enidup3ory Teexx\[ai, defir d to lock, 
the word ſignifies earneſtly to pry intas 
JAnd that which the Angels of Heaven 
did not know, certainly the ſons of men 


{could not. 
B 2 | 'The 


was not obly unknown to them, but, a 


_—_——_—— 


I Pet. I. 12, | 


Ephef, 3. 3. | 


—_— 
py 


Tit. 3+ I2, 


| Bom: I. * 


|evically ſeem to have ſometkill, rhe way 
lof vertae, that is,in the ſtile of Scripture, 


' | Beſides, many vertucsthey knew not; 


hgh tobe: the only way to, happt- 
if dim and imperteR, both. through 


[very perverting of the courſe of natare 


\npthe Crols, Forgivimg and Loving our 


The other part of che! wy: te to that 
oma Country in-which we may na- 


rd = godly, righteouſly and ſoberly in 
preſent world, appeared to the very 


neſs: Yet theſe natural impreflions were 


Ori inal corruption, and the over-ral-| 
inp power of paſſion'and luſt, that of 
thoſethings they knew, they held thel 
truth in unrighteouſneſs,/ even to the] 


as the' Apoſtle 'obferves'of them'in'the| 
fame place, Rom: 1, © | 


which are the glory of Chriſtianity, as 
Humility, Denying ourſelves, Taking 


enemies, in theireyes looked more like 
follies then vertues, and fo they would 
kave done in ours'too, if we had bad 
no- better -guide chen ourſelves to lead 
us. ; 

By this we may fee the neeefſ ity we| 
If] have 
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have of Leading 3 lct us-now. ſee. rheac- 
commodation. we have for:it in the Lea- 
der. Our. blefled Lord Jeſus Chriſt; a 
perſon every way fitted tor the purpoſe, 
both for his skill, and good will, He 
knew beſt the Heavenly Country, whiz 


PIERS AYP ny 


ther we are: going, and the. way to. it; 
for he came from thence, from the bo- 


ſom oof his Father Andfor his go:d will 


the Sheep which he had purehafſed with 
his blood, and by that had/ajukt title to 
govern in what Lordly way. of Secular. 
domination he pleaſed ; yer; choſe; that 


their Sheep And ſuch ' he profeſſed: 
himſelf. ro be.. I am the good Shepherd: 


point while he was upon earth;.Hewent 
about doing good, preaching. the Gxol- 
pel, healing rhe ditcaſes of the: Sheep, 


laſt and hardeſt work ot a goed; Sheps 


Sheep. 


to his-own, we cannot.;doubt. they, are 


. |tbe good Shepberd givah. his life;for the| 
Sheep, > and He made it good-in excry) 


[rey Fours ſins, till he' came' to:the|. 


hesd, He laid down his life for his] 


caſieigentle way as Shepherds ule colead} 


b 


B 3 > "To Yer| 


[ 


John 16. 3Þ. 


!! 
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_ [Himy, that they might not be as. Sbeep 


Yet his Paſtoral caredied not with 
was a Shepherd for ever; for after be 
hadin perfon aſcended into Heaven, be 
took care for his flock that he lefe behind 


" |faw the muttitade behad compeſſion on them, | 


abroad likgSheep hawing xo Sbepherd. This 


+60oms 
jn-the prea 


without a Shepherd, And from thence 
gawe gifts unto men, ſome Apoſtles, fame 
Prophets, ſome F aftors auit Teachers, &c, 
. continue ſtill his Paſtoral charge 
on earth: and they were the {ame 
perſons which before he went he had 
defigned for it, and for the fame reaſon|- 
chac the Father ſent Him, to ſeek and 

i thatwere loft; as appears 
pble to the commillion given | 
to the Apoſtles. Met. 9. 36. Whenbe' 


commiſſion indeed was only ro the loſt 


Lheepof the houle of Iſrael while he was 
alive but when he roſe again fromrthe| 
dead, Herenewed andinlarged it to the 
loft Sheep of all the world. Go azd teach 


«ll Nations, 


And| 


t—_ 


And as rooy atligned the = on| 
|mifor we Pater. Ar rhe Father hay mes pt 
fend Tyeu. He imſtirured (ikewiſe the of. 
fict ic {elf in all thepointsand/parts of it. 
| 2+ Goandteath all Nations, baptizing, 
he. there he gave the porer of Re 
ing and baptizing, 
| 2» He commandsa perpetual meino= 

rial of his death, im the Sacrament of 
this bleded body and blood. ther Fachte, 


Ne. 
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3+ He: gave them at the ſame tire the | 


John 20. ar. | _ 


Mar.28,19, .{ 


I Cor, 11. 24. 


er bin be 45 » Inathen wed 4 publiers 

; 29. He ordered them how and what 
topray, When ye pruy ſay, ©, 

6, Hepgave them power andjarifti. 
{ion over falſe Shepherds, to expel 
{them from the flock. Beware of falſe 


douthing , but inwardly ure rYavening 
Wolkves. Theſe and the like are the: 
parts of the Shepherds office,. And 


| [Prophets which come to you in Sheepe Mat. 7.19. | 


| John 20. 23. |, 


yy Y "And coal chels 7 in the third place he 


[Soul, - Not only- 


«7 x Pet. S. 4+ 


[originally 3 io him, Epxrrexloving » but 


1 the Shepherds under him, 


IV, 


{might be taken and acknowledged for 


aye beſides a-divine vertue and efficacy 
to aqui ſupernatural :cffe&s upon the' 
.the inſtitution, but! 
the. poweralſo is from him: And there-| 
fore, by St, Pgul he is called the great 
Shepherd, and by St. Peter 4pxrroivm: the 
chief Shepherd The cure of Souls was 


A 


xOVIxws miniſterially and: derivatively in 


And fourthly-, that their - nin 


his, He appointed, that - all ſhould:be 
done in, His-name..  'That they\ ſhauld 
Preach in His vame,, Pray in his name, | 
Aſſemble together in his name, Caſt out 
{Devils in his name. .And-accordipgly 


1S$t, Paul, when he judg'd: the inceſtyous 


Corinthian to: be delivered. '\unto Satan, 
| 1:Cor, 5. 4. hedid it inthe name and power 
of Chrifl, And when 2 Cor: 5-10..;he 
abſolyed him , It-was in perſons Chei- 
fli. All was His. 

To the Apoſtles it may be all ohis was 


allowed, but not therefore to all other 


Ky | SE Shep-| 
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charge, ' ſome Apoſtles, ſome Prophets, ſome 
_{Paſftors and Teachers, headds,' that it was 
ad conſummationem Sanflorum, Qs» edifica- 
 |tionem corporis Chriſti, that is, ſo long as 


|Church, a bodyupon earth, and that is 


[done to himſelf, Qzi wos audit me au-| 


[by thisare many 3 firſt, it is an honour 
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wasto be with them to the end of the 
world, that is, longer then any Apoſtle 
could live. I am ſure the neceſlities of 
the Sheep will be the ſame for ever; 
for 'Shcep we ſhall be ſtill whereſoever 
we are. When Cod diſtributed to the 
Church the ſeveral parrs of the Paſtoral 


chere ſhould be Saints to be perfefed, 
and fo long as Chriſt ſhould have a 


fo long as there ſhould be Sheep Chriſt 
had provided there ſhould be Shepherds. 
And theſe he hath taken to that nearnels 
and conjundion, that the obedienceor 
contempt done to them, he takes it as 


dit, @c. 
The benefits and advantages we have 


and incouragement to the - Shepherds, 
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Shepherds after. Yes, to all:chat can} 
rightly claim from Him. His promiſe} Me.28.20, 


Epheſ. 4. 


that 
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"|chat the work. they do is Chriſts, who| 


{cording to their duty, and reward them | 


_ 'commanded the obedience. 


| [herd hath their Shepherd too 5 but ſuch 


will bear them out in what they do ac- 


for what they ſuffer for it. 
'24 It removes all diſcouragement from 
[the Sheep, that make a ſtand at the in- 
firmities and frailtics of their Shepherds, 
that they look through and beyond all 
them at the power of Chriſt under whom 
[they ſerve. - x | 
"3+ Another great benefit it is, that 
in alldoubtful and difficult caſes we may | 
ſecure our ſelves upon the condut of| 
Chriſtia his Miniſters. For if poſſibly 
men ſhould be miſled by them into error, 
when in fimplicity of heart, not know- 
mg any thing to the contrary, they ſhall 
ſubmit to them; I dare promiſe them at 
leaſt a favourable hearing from him that 


But idare not, nor can ſaythat forall| 
Shepherds; for every congregational 


as have no part'in that power, which is 
derived from Chriſt and his miſſion ;; 
that gave it immediately tothe Apoſtles, 


only.. 


| fonly. Sicut mifit me Pater, fic, 6, And 


Chriſt ſhould have the choice of his own 
Miniſters. The Sheep that belong to 
thoſe other Shepherds, can. plead no-' 
thing for their. obedience to them, 
St. Pauls obedite prepoſuts, belongs not to 


over them, but either thoſe, that ſet 


themſelves ſet them, and that not of ne: 
ceſlity,which ſome vainly plead for them; 
bur as neceſſary, profeſling there is no 
lawful calling for a Miniſter, quem now 
miſit populus, where the Shepherd is not 
choſen bythe Sheep, It theſe fall into 
an error by the miſguidance of their 
Shepherds, they are in a {ad and worſe 
condition,which admitsno plea of cxcule 
or.extenuation from the Shepherd, They 
muſt bear their own faults, and the 
miſguiding of the. Shepherds, which 
they make their own by choofing them. 


all others that have it muſt receiye-it 
from them, or from ſuch as derive it from; 
them by ſucceſſion. It is but xeafon that} 


them, they obey not thoſe that are ſee| - 


themſelves over the flock, or the flock| 


In a word, the favour that Chriſt doth 
| | C 2 | * = _ 
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Heb. 13. 17s 


—— 


II. 


John 10.27.” 


lof our Souls. And that is to ſubmit our 


(faith our Saviour Fobn 10.'27. bear the 


[all the parts! of his office, *Tis fo with 


35'to his own, not the peoples ' Shep- 
herds. DT | AT 


6 nextthing that falls into onr 
£4: confideration is our Duty, To tes 
tura.to Chriſt the Shepherd and Biſhop 


{elves to be led and guided by him. - To 
turn to Chriſt is in cffe& to turn Chriſti- 
an. We are Ro leſs concerned here. 
And that muſt be m two reſpeQts : in 
his office of Shepherd and Biſhop, and 
in the execution of it by Shepherds and 
Biſhops, ; | 
\. For-firſt, we can not be ſaid to return 
to him as a Shepherd, if we refuſe him 
in anypatt of his office. Thegood Sheep 


woice of" the Shepherd and they follow bim. 
If they turn their cars only to him, and 
hear him, andnor follow him, they turn 
ſhort, for fotJow him they muſt through 


ns,- who for the moſt part like nothing 
in the Shepherd bur hispipe, anda plea- 
fant ture. - His rod and his ſtaffe we can! 


— RR 
—_— 
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ſpare. 
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pardon them if they deſired nothing of 


_— 


ps gi PIE OE TAS TREE T7 ESA a Eh 3-5 Oe EIS Pen W3y SN Is "Op W A; TORT > Jo "p at ade ons eee 
ES oY CEE IO Ls pg ES ſ ; 
6 - % 
"" - - , J - 
5 - - __ 
. 
% q © » 
o hs * 4 
Bo 4 


was. They come unto thee, and fit before 
thee as my people to bear my words; wv. 31, 
{Juſt aswe do here come and fit us down 
2s the Lords people to hear his. word: 
Bur. what follows 1a the next verle 2 And 
boe thou art unto themas a wery- lovely ſong 
of one that hath a pleaſant. woice, and can 
play well on an Infirument \ for they hea: 


ſpare. 'The Prophet Ezekgel deſcribes us 
right, chap. 33- an old humour it ſeems it 


thy words, but do them not. 
And what will come of this ar the 


where ſome had the boldneſs to ;plead 


drunk in bis preſence, and had beard bim in 
their fireets. Citizens it ſeems they were 
by the ſtreets, and by their dewotions, a 
Sermon and a Dinner, they cat with him, 
and they heard him. But what came of 
it ? by hearing him 'tis like they -knew 
him well ; for all that, he tells. them 
plainly, He knew not them. If the Sheep 
wanted nothing but knowledge, I ſhould 


the Shepherd but a Sermen, Bur this is| 


not] 


— 


liſt, our Saviour tells us m. the Parable, } 


for their cntrance, that they had eat'and|\.. a 


Verſe 32. 


—_ 


| —_—— 
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{here. 6 


{Chriſt be in the full execution of his of- 


{Miniſters. © And ſo doth our Saviour for 


. [ted under him the government of the 


digeſtion, who not regarding the necel- 
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not that which I principally intended| 
But ſecondly, That our turning to 


fice, as in perſon, ſo by commiſſion. 
Princes, 'as well they may, think them- 
ſelvescontemned in their Embaſladors 8& 


his Shepherds, who are his Miniſters and 
Embaſladors too, Qui vos ſpernit me ſper- 
nit, | 

I hall not incloſe this power or favonr 
to Biſhops only, becauſe I finde that 
namein the text ; but lay it in common 
toallſach to whom Chriſt hath commitr- 


Church and the cure of Souls; ſo as 
Presbyterians may have a ſhare here, 
when they can prove their Ordination 
and Miffion. | | 
Thispart of our duty to obey Chriſt 
m his Miniſters is with many of very hard 


frty there isof it, nor the benefit we have 
by it, nor the authority and commiffion 
we have for it, nor the gentle condu 


Wwe 


we have in it, lay it afide as a thing of, 
no uſe, and that God hath provided 
other means to lead us many and more 
certain then any Shepherds.can be. We 
[have firſt our own Reaſon to lead us: 
'2.. We have Scripture a lurer guide then 
|that. 3. We have the Spirit beſides, 
and rhat wilt lead xs amto all ermtb. Laſt-| job, 16, 13, 
ly, wehave our own Conſciences, which 
in the commiſſion of Leading is of the 
Quorum, nothing can be done without it. 
We can not deny but that all theſe 
havea part and ſhare in the guiding of' 
our fouls. But as no one of them doth| 
exclude orbarthe other, ſo nor do all 
of them the Shepherds. For allowing 
[to every of thele that which is peculiar 
to them, there will be ſtill found ſome- 
thing to remain, which is proper for the 

Shepherds to do. | 
TI am now, I confeſs, in a diſcourſe 
not ſo ſmooth and eaſie as beſt befits po- 
pular Sermons; yet becauſe many whom 
it concerns to weaken the hands and po- 
wer of Church-governaurs, do with their 
importunate clamours fill the aw 
| will 
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{will be pleaſed to allow of a ſhort An- 
ſwer from thence too. TS pr, 


A Nd firſt for REASON; It is not 
; A-to: be'denied, that it ought to be: 
{admitted even' in matters of Religion, 
where it hath leaſt ' to do; for Religion 
is the obje& and imployment of Faith, 
nd not-of Reaſoning, 8 yet narurallyno 
{man will believe any thing unlels he ſces 
Reaſon for it. Buthow ? not a Reaſon 
[of the thing that he beleives'; for that 
works Knowledge, not Faith ; but: yet 
a reaſon of beleiving it, for the*credic 
of the authorthat relates it; for nothing 
can be more unreaſonable; then not'to 
beleive: rod -that cannot lye.- But to 
admit reaſon in matters of Faith for any 
other uſethen that, is ro ſet up a Reli- 
gion without Faith, which would be as 
ſtrange a thing as to have a 'Religion| 
withnotbing elſe, - © | 
/:: There are in Religion ſome things to 
be known as well as believed, and to: 
| [theſe Reaſon and Difcourle is proper 3 
for though the Articles of Faith, and 
| what 


pharſvever ſhall appear rial ©.contained 
in*Scripture-are without all doubtand 
reaſoning to be' received, -becauſe God: 
hath'rcevcaled':them; : yet that this ,or 
chat Article of Propofitiess contained? 
in Scripture is a .thing' to: 'be known, 
and. lyes within the compaſle of ſenle;; 
[we may fee wherher it -be there; orino, 
that is, for the words,” And foftthe mean: 
ingof choſe words we muſt underſtan 

the language in which they are written,| 
the proper. import 'and idiom _ of | the 
1 rats,” the: force and conſequence. of 
the diſcourſe, the coherence. and. con- 
[ſcacit hath with- other points: better| 
known. We mult beſides diſcover the] 
fallacies & inconſequences of thoſe that 
would obtrudea different ſenſe fromtha 
we receive, All theſe difficulties, though| 
jn matter:of Religion, are within'the 
condu& ofReaſon ;but it is Reaſon oj 
exalted-withskill of Arts and Languages,| 
with Prudence and Diligence,. that. we. 
[ſhall be forced co find. work | for the| 
_ (Shepherds too, \ The greateſt part of 
Nb RG am ſare,muſt periſh, if they] 

.D 


may 


—n— 


IF. 


Mat. 22. 29. Yo vere, '{aivh jianr I . Bt: i 


[ſometimes fuſpe&t our own, and ſeek 
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may not truſt ceTRE thoſe things, to: 
which. their natural inabilities  or| 
conrſe of life tiath made then i | 
And for the beſt of the flock, whom beck: 
Nature and Art hath fitted co maſter the 
greateſt difficulties of themſelves; if 
they thall ſcrioufly confider how muci:| 
and how oft Prejudice, Education, Cu-| 
ſom, Paſſion and Intereſt doth corrupt | 
our- Reaſon, we would in | pradence 


VFA 


berter ſecurity from the Church; where| 
though we ſhall not infallibly find the| 

mh, we may alwaycs fafcly preſume it.-| 
This will ſerve to reconale our obeds-: 
"with Reaſon, | 


" e next pretender againſt the Shep= 
3 herds leading is 'ithe SCRIP-| 
TURE, I confellc the Scripture to be: 
2 [urer gride then ras _ the Au- 
thor ke, and yer, by what ye. hrard: 
En: now,” it  works-little: ar ghox it, | 
bur yer ſaree for all that,- 'The igho-+- 
rance of Sctiptare' 19 a cauſe of errings, | 


KEE | the 


_— 


WW "0 FO M a wy NY DR TE Bn er raeae » ol EO ts Cana wala; Os 5 va x 
pe, - TU OSLINS . »— EF VY IY "__ 3 I9-G - . 
4 \ 
* . . a 
"- _— «f 
: . . 


| = Scriptures, Andto keep us right in 


feet, and alight unto our pathe. We'can- 
ſnot ſay too much of the excellency and 
benefit of it. It. is a perfe& record of 
all that concerns Heaven, or the way to 
it, Ithath all the perfe&ions that a law 
or rule can have to guide us, yet thoſe 
perfeQions are confin'd within: the limits 
and nature ofa law, to do no more then 
1s properfor a law todo, which is very 
litele without a Judge to apply it. 
Though the rule be ſufficiently ſtraight 
and perfeQ, yet it meaſures nothing © 
of the hand'ofhim that hazliskill to aſe 
its Bring what controverſy you will to 
the lawes, they pronounce nothing ei- 
ther for the Plaintiff or Defendanr, 


oy br, ER 
6 
- 
: 


[aur way Gods Word is @ lantern to oar| pam 119, 


105, 


This is the true reaſon why, though all 
ſe&s pretend to Scripture, there is yet 
no end of contraverſics,. becauſe there 
is no common Judge to end them. And 
[the reaſon why: every fe& for all thae| 
[ſeems to reſt ſatisfied, they are guided 
by the Scripture, is becauſe they carry 


their Judge along with them,themlſelves. 
30 D 
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| 2:Pet. F. 21, 


]there be not a Shepherd too, or ſcme as 


| edged ſword, but cuts 'nothing, bur in 


[falvation by Chriſt was reveald. And 


T—_— —— — — — 


: So-as if together with the Scriptures 


lictle to be truſted, our ſelves I mean, it 
cannot: lead-at all, It is indeed” a rwo- 


the hand of him that uſerh ir. 


'Third pretender to avoid the Shep- 

CA herds is the SPIRIT, That 

without queſtion will lead us -into all 
eruth;/But for the manner of the Sprrits 
leading the: Scripture points out two 
ways, T he one Divines call Tegprrx35,the 
other may | be call'd 9vipyerix®; regprrmas 
3.e.as it led theProphets of old,by reveal- 
ing to them thetruth and matter of the 
Propheſy, the obje&. And by this way it 
ledall the Apoſtles, to whom the whole 
doQrine of the Goſpel, and myſtery of 


thus ' boly men of God ſpake as they 
were mowed by the Holy Ghoſt. *Fo 
this way of leading none can' pretend, 
that doth not prove his commiſtion from 
Godby a miracle,who ſends none of ſuch 


an. errand that cannot make: it appear| 
$ fome| 
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|of Credence from Heaven. ſeal'd with ai 


| 


[che affe&ions with the love of it, toſup- 


toall ſupernatural aftions,: 'by-aſfiſtance | 


and temptations. To this. aſſiſtance of. 


the Enthnſtaftick would have his dreams 
believed to-be the dictates and revelati- 
ons of the Spirit, let him ſhew. his letters 


miracle, and [ ſhall not doubt to ſer: hin 
above all che DoHors and Shepherds off 
the Church, Otherwiſe hemay deceive | 
himſelfe by. his ſpirit, he ſhall :nor de: 
celve me. Hogs aut 
Fhe other way of the Spirits Icading 
1s 9orepyeTis, z,e, not by revealing any 
thing to us,but by co operating with. us, 
by fortifying the ſoul $& the faculties of it; 


AR 


of grace to inlighten the underſtanding 
to-comprehend divine truth, to inflame 


port. our indeayours in all difficulties] 


{And though in this way. the Spirit can-/ 


che Spirit all the faithful have: a: right, 


not deceive us, yet we may. be deceived 
in it, becauſe it never works but with| 
us 3. if we fail. in.what weareto.do, then} 


thac fails us. 033; 31 ceo 6 504 


—— 
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[us. The Apoſtles and Elders were.in 


And by this way not anly private 
perfons,but publick Councells are gover- 
ned. To whom the Spirit doth not reveal| 
the matter of their Decrces Tegprrix=s, 
but-by way of co-aperation aflifts their 
indeayaurs to find out the truth from 
the proper Topicks of it, the Scripture & 
Antiquity 3 for ſoall the force of their 
decrees depends upon the reaſon and 
grounds upon which they are made, 
For ifany Councel mightpretend to that 
other way of reyclation, ſure that firſt 
famous Apoſtolical Councel might. 
AS&.. 15. But that did not otherwiſe de- 
rermine the matter in controverſy then 
TWoAAng ovGirioue; youre oy, 7. when| 
there had been much debate. and dilqui- 
ſition out o&the Scriptures, were the de-. 
crees: made and fign'd accordingly, þ 
ſeemed goud to the Holy Ghoſt and to 


zoyat commiſſion. with the Spirit ; che 
ſame Lord that ſent the Spirit, fent the 
Apoſtles alfo, and therefore no contra- 
dition: to: be led by the Spirit, and by 
the Shepherds too, 


The 


. — = w . ub 2 ETD COLT PETE I 
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| [che Presbyterians ſtrongeſt fort againſt 


[feffe, as I ſaid, the Conſcience to be of 


——_—__ 
—_ 


—_ 


| 4 brought 1n to avoid the Shepherds, 
is the CONSCIENCE, This is 


Obedience. If he can get his Conſcience 
about him, he thinks himſelf ſo ſafe that 
he may bid defianceto all Authority. 

In the Commiſſion of leaders, T con- 


the Ozorum. We are to do nothing with- 
our it, and mnch eſſe againſt it. But 
then we muſt be ſnare we miſtake nor 


ry diſeaſe and diſtemper of the mind, 
cauſelefle ſeruple, fight perſwaſien, 
groundlefie fear is not the Confcience, 
inſt which we are bognd not to a&, 
The tender Conſcience, for which ſo 
much favour is pleaded, may prove m 
fomeno better then a diſcaſe of the Soy, 
a ſpiritual Splene, For though it be 
good to be tender of offending Cod in 
any thing where it procceds, from the 


"THe fourth and laſt leader which is| | 


(omewhatelfe for the Conſcience. Eve-|- 


ou remper and conſtitution” of the 


oul, which is the ſame conftantlyir all 
He | __calcs 
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jtent to begand beidle. 


[that is dead of one fide. For tell him 


{commands obedience. to thoſe that 


he feels it not. - It ſhewes: plainly the 
Conſcierice thath a dead Pally on that| 


his arm ina ſtring, that it maybe a Pac 
You may know-it certainly to be a: 
diſcaſe if it comes upon us by fits and 


ſtarts, as tobe tender of offending God 


when we obey men, and notto” be ten-' 
der of offending Giod when we diſobey 
Ithem. Ifthey benotas tender of one 
fide as of another, as I never find them 
to be, it 1s but a Paralitick Conſcience 


the Church commands it, be preſently 
ſhrinks and ſtartles at it; and well ſo, 
for poſſibly he may fin. againſt God, 
But tell him on the other fide that God 


rule over us, it. moves him not at all, 
you may thruſt a needle into his fide and 


EY <br 55 5 orgs 
- But a right and ſound Conſcience 
[againſt which certainly we ought-not to 
at, 1sa conſtant and well governed 
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{caſes, and is not affe&ed or taken-up for|- 
ja purpoſe, as the ſturdy begger carries 


[think we have reaſon todecline in: the 
[peblick Magiſtrate, to'govern by: Will 
land not by Law. Many a Confcienceif 
[it were well exammed, will prove tobe 


[hearing of the cauſe of both ſides, all 


Jagainſt which we onght not toad, 
[though poſſibly it might prove to be er- 
|roneous; yet for all that we muſt know 


definitions of Conſcience, in this'caſe 
the: Confcience is nothing bur every 
mans private judgement, for he ought 
not toattempt the doing of any_thing, 
till he hath framed this judgement ro 
himſelf, that itis lawful for him co do it. 


| |Now ſeeing-our private judgement hath 


fo great power and influence asto inter- 
[rupt the courle of publick, / it had need 
[be a true and regular judgement,. | As 
| Ic muſt not be arbitrary, for that we 


nothing but will, not judgement. * .  - 


| Every good jadgement is apon'a fall 


evidences duly weighed and examined, 
then reſolves; this is a Conſcience 


NE: that 
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; Judgement ; fornottoamnle you as the | 
manner is with frivolous diſtinQions and 
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Ithat.it doth not ſet us free from the ouile S 


of diſobeying- our Grovernours, And 
then this-is all che benefit our Conſci- 
ence will do us in caſe of error, that it 
caſts: us into a neceſlity of finning, by 
obeying againſt our ſelves, by dilobey-| 
ing agatoſt our Croyernours.' , We ſhall 


make not every ſlight *per{yyaſion, 
doubt-or ſcraple, a Conſcience, *truſtin 

to; be diſcharged/ of our obedience by] 
that,. whichindeed binds it faſter upon| 


[Pbyſitian, | 


us; for that is the very end and benefit 
for: which is inſtituted the Paſtoral 
charge 5 that when we are {o weak. We. 
can/not ſafely truſt our. ſelves,” we may 
rely: upon 'that-:  unleſs-we think it a 
good plea, I am blind and. therefore 1 
will not: be: led, Fam weak and ſickly,| 
and therefore I will not be -rul'd by the| 


Now to ſumme up all, if not Reaſon, 
nor-Seriptare, nor the Spirit, nor Con-| 
ſcience will diſcharge us of the duty wet 
owcg0 the Church, 'in the name of God, | 


*hea not raſhly fling away ſo great a bleſ-| 


ling, 


ud 
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hap.” that-in'all our doubts.and fears fears, 
for our quiet and ſecurity, we: may havel 
recourſe to the Shepherds and pr of | 
our Souls. Trig 
| 
ff fy is the laſt point, the Shepherds | 
Flock or the Biſhops Diocelfe :i the] 
Souls of men, And here we meet with| 
another quarrel from the Presbyrery.| 
That they 'niay be ſure ro ſpoil the- Bi- 
ſhops of all authority, they take away 
their Dioceſſe, the cure of Souls, 'that 
they may be Biſhops ſie titulo 3 for Bi-| 
ſhops they are not either of our: bodies} 
or cſtates. And why not of our Souls?]: 
Chriſt- indeed the great Shepherd that| 
purchaſed them may rule them, but they| 
afe'too precious forany other Shepher 
to* Lord over: - which: they fay>is:done 
by binding the Souls with: Church-laws 
and cenifares, which Chriſt hath ſet atli-| 
berry," And 'thas they ſet up' Chriſt}. 
againſt” himſelf,” and - Chriſtian liberty| 
againſt (Chriſtian duty, *'»:/ 
"St; Pau), I confeſs doth carneſtly prefo|; 
chis p6int of —_ _ fall A” fix; Gal. 5.1. 
erty 


L, | — 
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- [mane Society as wellas Religion. What 
{ſtians bave-2 liberty not to be Jews. I 


|enterrain the . dodirine. . of Chrild,,, yer 


berty wherewith Ghriſt batb made us free, 
aud he noe intangled again 'with the oak of 
brndage, But - what liberty > It. 1s. not 
fimply from obedience either to men or| 
Laws, for that were deſtruQive to Hu-| 


then is it Þ It is no more then that Chri- | 


dare be bold tofay, this is all thatcan bej 
made of it. And the reaſon. why Saurt 
Faul did fo camnceitly prefeitis evident. 
'The-Jews that-were willing) enoangh:to 


tlieſe- Riter and; Ceremonies, 19+ which. 
they had-been fo-leng aceufromey, and 
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| [{cixhiiaſeth eſpcaially in hig-Epiltlegton 
the Rdvicuer and(Geltionr (i (Khohay; Days, 
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| Fen wrrA ; Bot kwmous; 

yp'2 medicy of þashi Religions, cthaty 
y' miphe be Ghrife [Difriples and. Maj 
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taken upon them te: bs 'Gliciian,JleF|. 
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Spiri, For behold, 3 Paul fo mate ; 30n, 


xotbing. To' chint from henee libe 
from any other mcn or laies then the 
Jews, they might as well fay Chriſt hath 
bere” given ther liberty we £0 be'Chrt-! 
fitans.For Chriſtians we canket be, titieſ 


choſe chat Cheiſt hach ſee- over us- To 
uſe our liberty in this caſe our A 


if ye be circamciſed Chriſt ſhell profil you 


we obcy the Lawes and Govertiment of| | 


| Gal. 5s. 2 


in the! x6... 256 of hiv - Rath: ad- 


mwalitiouſucſp. - 24 

41  AmbborcholoOcacientes which's | 
fo-tenderi tharovery Clurthlawpirne s| 
236 galb chem; riey'd& withonr! rel? 
| [Gaaice binde rheig- own; Sole; 
private:nnan Gail doGithat which ve 
noCindure; rins! Chuvels Aoulh 86: R- 
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| [his power to make uſe of that liberty; 
{for his conſcience was bound, Andaif a 


\be ſball not breakhis word, be ſhall do ac- 


[their Sermons, bind over their hearers: 
[to 'anſwer-for. them at the day of judge! ' 


DD — 


own power? Yet after that it was not in| 


promiſe may do this, much more a vow 
or an oath. If a:man vow a wow unto 
the Lord; or ſwear an oath to bind bis Soul, 
Numb. 30, 24( the Sou] may be bound ) 
cording to all that proceedeth out of his 
wonth. AHH SI V9: 3H ©: 

_: If a man ſhould: be fo unreaſonable as 
toſay,' his conſcience may be bound by 
himſelf, but not by any elſe. /Do'nor 
they,;themlſelves, ' as their manner--is in 


ment? and what 2;heap and load of Sers| 
mons mult then ly upon their gonſcien-| 
ces ? though the truth-is;chey; bind:none|| 
burchemiclves, and that to repent for: 

corrapting Gods Word, and miſleading] 
the .People. into Fa&idn, Scditiowand| 
Diſobedicnee,, to ſay.noworſtyncit ing 
; Let usſerjouſly conſider! and -conipart; 
that which they would avoid, with that} 


: which they,indeavous|to; ſet! up.inthe} 
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room of it. They would avoid: firſt 
the power of: the. Church in her :Laws 
and Cenlures as a domineering over:mens. 
confciences, 'and a lording it: over. Gods 
inhericance. But if they look:upon it 
with an impartialeye, they ſhall-find all 
contrary, nothing but moderation: ag 
firſt in the very ſtile of the Church, - thar 
there might be no harſh words, ' 'The 
laws by which they govern, are not.call'd 
C. - laws but canons, tbat 1s, rales to guide, 
rather then force. 2. Church-puniſh- | 
mentsare not call'd pane but cenſure, not| 
that they are ſweetned with good words| 
only, but with real benefit ; for they | 
arenot as temporal puniſhments ad: win-| | 
diGam but ad diſciplinam, for the amend- | 
ment, not -revenge of {in, 3. The] 
temporal judge,if not Soveraign, cannot | 
pardon the felony -though he would. 
The Ecclefiaſtical judge cannot. but. par-| 
don though he would not, Eccleſea. non; 
claudit grentium redeuutibus, 1s.a rule in) 
the Court Chriſtin, . The Church refu- 
ſeth none that will return and repent. þ 
There is no ſuch rule in ſecular _— 
that 
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[cance may be pardoned. And ' by 


| dap tragulancy to be preſenc-at 


x Cor. 1,3. 


pon: moms 
Church-Canons in elder times it was 


2 ſentence of blood, Not & a9 it is a 
crime:robe ſo, butas the Canon ſpeaks, 
propter defeflum lexitatis, that nothing 
m them might ſeem to be of har{hneſs or 
cruelty. e higheſt: 
of all: Church-cenſures, of which men 
ſeem tobo moſt impatient, how harm: 
leſs and- gentle is Excommunication 2 If 
he be nor rty; clayibus erramibus, he 
isnever the worſe for it; the bonds fall 
off of themſelves ; if he be guilty,he may 


eſt and moſt terrible] 


be the better for it if he will. When 
St. Paul judged the inceltuous Corimbi- 
an to be delivered unto Satan, and this 
was thought to-be Excommunication && 
ſomewhare more, yet this was for his 
benefit, for the defirnStion of the fleſb, 
that the ſpirit wight be ſavedin the day of 


our Lord Jeſus, verſe'y. Whatis there in 


obedience? | "71 
- But now let us ſee what on the other 


alb this chat ſhould. fright” us from our| 


fide 


[T Fharthey Tk: ey Ag d 
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thowthey:will, and: fall whe! 
ou har 'they way, and, th. 
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be charged cheers will-worſhip, for 
{cheyidoall by Reaſon and the -x ris 
atid the Spirie. Yetfor all that pret; =H 
theyare fiillunder that charge; Sa 
tall-cheſe! are at; their own wills 3 what | 
ſeary is-there that with z wet finger þ Þ 
cannot, nay doth not challenge Reaſon, | \ 
{the Scripture, the Spirit and Conſcience] Þo| | | 
to befor him, when be will? _ 6. 
"And why do they allow theſe to guide 7c: oat 
them and not the Shepherds, but becauſe | 
theſe are at their beck and will, _but the 
ephuet, are not? And therefore be- | 


derby Noe Lord e-ajrhey v 


| [ol Sheph dd or rſh" deorfaries; at 
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[our elyes: for thorigh Chit hartoomic- 


|H0traken it from'ourſe]ves,- 'The Shep- 
erds Were  pivetrfor helpco/caſew-1 in 
, nor to *eale ws of 36" !Bvery one 
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[PS "v6 ſave als "gear ulbetion For 
T 5 our Souls,” I'wik we hat 1008. 
|be ſaid tohisſo1d; Sonlnele cbiwriaſs,vhow| 
flmuch good Jadwp for theeghve lure he- 
Tmaiſtooktnebody Forhis ſoul, for there 
4 Gab in igbaemorhac could ined: 


"Aur ſhall trouble you 10 kctparaich) : 
nduffon and tatition refleftupon| 
| _ Ttedthecureof curfouls toothers;hekath! 


Fxe 5EbrndPour politics tanenoincer| 


>. 4 


* 


. 


| when we have. gained this and aft the 


tbealtt againſt it, it, ſhews' we arg. m0 3 
Ourates:f our bo whatloever 
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Lea that whichhack x cter i hy 
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and pradiick,,. by which all-our 2 
and: jen eateit of all the affaines of 
{world are geverned, which 5 Pie 
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Chriſt Jicd, ds an I our paring For 


world beſides we may loſe ourſouls,The 

[Holy Ghoſt takes no other notice © 

| theſe then as it theywere but: bodies, and 
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[ne ores, Noting» yondy ut ans rl 
Ethele rar ſonls;that is; in their nelajoant 
iri00;are not within our Cures to got, it: 
{be not, burto uſe they are, Ihe 


Saviour expreſly 
6-5-5206 Sed oo 
—_— may-rec crefrad Fergie Ceaatens.. 
| [everlaſting are. pr ior theloul Andifyo & 


[ jan: 3c 
E3 as” Mammay can. For thusweſe Es 
1 Cor.xs, «4. immortality; theſe: corru -dopu cor-| - 
| Gor4a5: 54: ſl OT Anna apey female © 
yaur bodies by the chaſl, { and tempe 
Sfchet And fo. our bodies and all e Xweeprin : 
-proper Cure of ourſouls, and'in'the diſcharge 
os, we-may: expe the blekivg of good: 
; ds.'as -well as thar of good Sheep, And 
ho e chief Shepherd ſball appears ran: recerue - 
crown of Glory that Jaderb'? not nay,” 
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